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tem wiih reference to revenue, and of the actual
losses-tha-t the Government had sustained from it,
that on the 3d March, 1"29, an acl was pas-e- d

t he President ol the United State-t- o cause
the valuable lead mines reserved in ihe Suite ol
Missouri to be ?xpo.-e- i lo public sale, subject to
the ordinary minimum. This was lollowed by
ihe .Tirol ItthJuly, 1840, diieciin ihe mineral
lands ol lllinoi-- , Southern Wisconsin, and Iowa,
to be sold; by ihe ads ol 1st and 3d March, 1847,
directing the sale of ihe valuable Coppermine of
Lake Superior, &c; and, finally, by ihe act of 20th
September, 1850, reducing iheir minimum price to
that of ordinary public lands.

Thus it ts seen that ihe whole of ihe leasing sys-
tem, and the resetvation of ine mineral lands in
account of their supposed value, after the experi-
ence of nearly fifty years, have been finally abolish-
ed in some of tlie richest mineral regions on the
face of ihe earih, and ihat, so far as exhibits have
been made, il is shown 10 have been a loss lo the
Government directly to a considerable sum, and
indireetl v to a vastly greater a mount.

It may be well 10 consider, also, the effects of ihis
sy-ie- m upon ihe inoraUof the community in which
it existed.

Having onlv a temporary, connexion wiih the
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lietuirt of the Commissioner of the General
I.aud Office.

Gi nkral Land OrricE, Nov. 30, 1850.

Sir. In submitting for your consideration a re-

port of the operations of this branch of the service
during the past year, I have concluded 10 modify
i'j some extent the forms of statistics, by presenting

veini-annu- tables of the sale and disposal of the
...jtiik- latni-so- as to conform to the fiscal year, and
hi tlie same lime admit of being arranged by cal-
endar years u hen desired. As it has been the
practice to found the table for the third quarter, in
pan, upon estimate, I have concluded this year to
expense with it, and to carry the statistics into the
bviiv of the report.

The surveys of the public lands and private
claim- - have been prosecuted during the past year
with ail the energy which the means at the dispo-Sd- l

of this office would permit. The late period at
wtm-- ihe appropriations for ihe current year were
made prevented the extension of the surveys this
:ad in the northwest, as intended, so as to keep
;u e with the progress of settlement. The delay
in us caused, however, will be compensated by in-
creased in ihe ensuing spring, so thai the
ivmifous settlers in that direction may have an
r.ir!v opportunity of purchasing their improve-:- i

et.s.
In ihe States of Ohio, Indiana, Mississippi, and

A :.'!"a in a. ihe surveys have been completed, the
.tail v- connected (herewith transierred lo the
S' a a' hoi ities. a- - required bv the act of June 15,

It., and the office ot surveyor general in those
S i:e .i. tmed. In Illinois, Ai knn-a- s, Michi-g.in- .

Missouri, Louisiana and Florida, the surveys
are being b ought to a close as speedily as praeti-,,t!- e.

as will be perceived by relerenee to the g

labie. showing ihe ;irea of each Stale, ihe
iiti.nb-- r oi acre- - surveyed, and the number remain-i- t

.g (iiisiirveved :

ty, or
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designation, and free from interference, after which
there is a permanent registry made in those books
of such locations, in order to show ihe manner in
which the located tracts have been disposed ot, and
lo aires! hereafter a further e'isposal of them, and
thus prevent conflict of title.

During the past yeai 7,515 Mexican bi tiniy land
claims have been examined, and ran ied into pa-

tents, Ihe whole cf which have been forwarded di-

rect to the patties entitled, and several thousand
mote are nearly ready for ransmi-sio- n.

The whole number of Mexican warrants is-

sued and transmitted to this office is 75 800 of
which 55,509 ha ve been located, covering 7,810,4 10
acres.

The act granting Mexican bounty land claims
was construed to authorize thei r assignment, w hich
opened a door for ihe commission o extensive
frauds, as well upon the soldier and his heirs as
(he government. Numerous discharges have been
forged, and warrants obtained thereon ;md assign-
ed, and passed into the hands ol bona fide purcha-sei- s

by individuals personating the soldier.
Per-on- s assuming to act as agents in procuring

bounty lands have 111 many cases imposed upon Ihe
soldiers by ob a in ing assignments ot iheir warrants
duly acknowledged before a magistrate or notary,
leaving blanks lor ihe number, dale of ihe war-

rant, and dale of assignment and acknowledgment.
Those blanks were filled up after the issue of ihe
warrants, so that the assignments appear on their
faces to be fair and regular, and executed after
such issue. Warrants ihus assigned are passed
into the hands of innocent purchasers, and in such
cases the soldier is generally defrauded ol his land,
a- - ii is difficult, if not impossible, lor him to ex-

plain or controvert the assignment.
Transfers are also frequently made, under and

in virtue of blank powersof attorney, surrepti ious-I- v

obtained from tne soldier before the adjudica-
tion of his claim, and filled up alter wards. There
are also numerous cases where the soldier has
lost his warrant, or it has been stolen, and after-
wards put in circulation by a simulated assign-
ment.

Some estimate may be formed of the extent of
these frauds, from the fact that about three hun-dte-

wai ranis have been cancelled on the ground
of having been obtained on false or forged papers,
and about two hundred and sevetily-fiv- have been
suspended upon allegations of the same character,
made by counter-claimant-

Fotmeen hundred caveats have been filed in this
office by individualsconiesiing ihe issue of patents
10 the assignees, chiefly on the ground that the as-

signment- are false and counierleit, or, in fact, ex-

ecuted prior to ihe issue of the warrants, and the
dates subsequently inserted.

The decision of ihese suspended and caveated
cases imposes much labor and paiient investigation
upon this office. In cases whei e there is great con-
flict of evidence, the parties are referred 10 the ju-
dicial tribunal- - ui decide the controversy by bill in
chancer j or otherwise.

It would have been far belter if these warrants
had not been made assignable, and that the patent
should, in all cases, have issued lo Ihe soldier, dead
or living, and enured to the benefit of his heirs or
assignee-- . The courts ol justice would be open to
all petsons claiming by, through, or under the sol-

dier, to assert their titles, where they could ha ve
the benefit of a fair trial and a careful investiga-
tion of all the facts.

Much embai rassment has also been experienced
in closing the grants made 10 I tie States for inter na I

improvements by tlteact of 4th September, 1841,
and by other similar grams made 10 particular
Suites by special act- - of Congress.

The following table exhibits ihe present condi-
tion of the grant made by the act of lih September,
1841, tu-w- :

STATEMENT,
SAwing the condition of the State selections under

the act of Al A Scpember, 181 1, on the 30rA day of
June, 1850.

Ateas ot Ihe States.

Sijiiaie miles. Acres.
"

t in --'5 57ti VMiO

In liana S0: 5l.ti37.700
I : is 55 105 35.45,-.,lH- )

Mi. uri ti7 3.N0 '

43,1
A abmia 50013 35,057 4!0
Mi-i-- ippi 37 337 23.tVJ5.ti5S

L insiana 4.; 131 5ii.7l5 840
M.onigati

' r0.543 35 995 550
55 l'.W 33 I (Hi 720

Vi-Mn- 53 !54 3151 I 3t!0
I uv.i 50.914 35 9k)
1' r. ii 5! 50S 37 931550
Minnesota Ter. S3.000 53.I50.OiHI
N . ihwest Ter. 5S7 561 37l,040 tk)
.Nrb-ask- 13I..7 0 H7.4SS 000
f litin -7 171 1 19.7n9 1 11)
N-- w Mexico 510 714 131 H7ti.l60
I'a'i 1N7.953 150.570.750
Olifo-ni- a

j Ink 9SI 150 1)17. S10
Oreg n 311 4(J3 51S.53fi.350

2.55.4ti5 1 filt;,935.59S
Surveyed 'o L; nsii vevt d lo

Sepl.30 1850. Sept. SO, 1850.
lti.770"9N4 N(--

! ma 5I.4n-65- m None.
1 i' his 35.155, ll')9 3.731
Missouri 45.fil3.573 509 957
A'.bam.i 3i.99i,N3 33,677

53 95 (I5H N-ii- e.

LiHui.t 19I55 5J3 10.5tI3.3I7
M hi-- au 30 5,3t;ii,114
A'sanas 33.501.455 505 595
WVcuiMn lti.lt;!'. 49S lS.3II.Nt",5
I ma li. !!;. HH5 13.3;?S34
Fi..' i,ia 51. '107.314 H' 054 50
MiM.e-oi- a Ter. 537,557 55s-j,77-

.V.rhwest Ter. 376 040 9tii)
Ntbi-rtSit- ft7.4Ss.tKH)
Ii. 'i,m 19.7,--9 110
New .Mexico 191 .N7ti.l6t)
I' a'i 150 570 750
fahforriia : 150 9 17- .- 10
0ieg-- u 51S,53l350

315 710 994 I 595,5t".9,55;
hiMve of Chickasaw land.
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thorough inquiry became necessary into the
laws, u.sage- - arid customs of the Briiish,

French, and Spanish Governments, into the nature
and extent of ihe power of the granting officers
and their subordinates, such as, governors-genera- l,

inlcndenls-genera- l, lieutenant-governors- , or
military commandants and surveyors;

and in the examination of this class of lilies, nu-

merous intricate and inteiesiing questions have
arisen before the courts of the United Stales, and
have been judicially decided, some of grave mo-
ment, involving high interests, both national and
individual.

The system then , rests upon the laws, usages,
and customs, in granting and surveying, of the
sovereignties al luded to upon numerous general
and special lawsol the United Stales upon deci-
sions o boards of commissioners and other off-

icers, upon the decisions and decrees of Ihe interior
judicial tribunal' arid of the Supreme Court of
ihe United Stale

In advancing and gradually extending our sur-ve-

ot the Public Lands, in order to sell and dis-

pose of the same in conformity to ihe will of Con-

gress, this private land claim syst-- m has neiessa-lil- y

been invoked, and has in severing
and selling apart from the national domain, and in
perfecting ihe evidence of titles to private individ-
uals in cases which have been sanctioned or con-
firmed.

Hence, w herever the ancient landmarks can be
idem i tied, they are traced out and ihe old meastii

localities are ascertained and
and, in iheir origins! irregular forms, are in-

corporated into ihe United Slates surveys in -- nch
a manner as toshow their various locations, limns,
and precise positrons on our township plats, in con-
nexion v ith ihe contiguous public surveys.

The want ol a system in the Governments that
preceded us, by which the granting power could
determine in advance, whether their concession
would conflict w ith their previous grants, has led
to numerous conflicts of title; and although the
term-o- f the original grams generally stipulated
that they were made on the condition thai Ihey
should not prejudice ihe righis of others, yet those
stipulations have not relieved us from the difticul-tiesan- d

labor inseparable from the adjustment of
conflicting limits.

To ihis branch of ihe service is assigned the duty
ot seeing that all such conflicts are properly deter-
mined, so far as executive action is concerned.

The settling ol such eases is an indispensable
preliminary lo the issuing of new grants, or lilies
for confirmed claims, in accoidance with the laws
of our own Government; and in tie preparation
of patents ihere is necessarily brought in review
the whole pievious history of each claim, from its
inception to its confirmation and survey, and a re-

cital or reference to all the material points in its
history is made in such patents.

These embrace claims of all denominations and
extent, from town lots, often of great value, and
frequency in conflict w ilh each other, to claims of
immense area, as in the "Forbes Purchase," in
Florida, known as the case of Colin Mitchell and
oihers vs. the Uniled States, ihe record of w hich
alone, as submitted to the Supreme Court, covers
a printed volume of seven hundred and thirty six
pages.

Cases have arisen, and may hereafter occur, in
regard to confirmed .settlement righis, and claims
founded on ancient written title, in which it is
sometimes difficult, if not impossible, for the Uni-
ted Slates surveyors to determine with certainty,
in the field, ihe place ot the original improvement,
or of actual grant.

I therefore renew, in relation to this class of ca-

ses, the recommendation in previous reports, that
power by law be conferred on ihe Uepailment lo
locale any such claims by sectional limits, or ac-

cording 10 the lines of the public surveys, giving
the claimant a right lo a review, and modification
of location, if application and a proper showing
be made within one year after the official designa-
tion of the land; and providing further, that such
designation shall be final if application for revi-
sion be not made within the period stipulated.

I deem it my duty again respectfully to invite
ihe attention of Congress 10 the condition of ier- -

tain private land titles, particularly relerred 10 in
the last annual communication trom thi- - olfice, in
w hich suits had been instituted against the Uniied
States to obtain confirmation under ihe act ol Con-

gress, approved, 17th June, 1844, decrees of con-
firmation obtained in the con it below, an appeal
prayed lo the Supreme Court of the United States,
and there on the ground thai the appeal
had not been taken in the manner and within the
period required by law.

It has thereloie been contended that, in vinue of
this last proceeding, the decree of the court below
became final, and the confirmations consequently
absolute.

As it was obviously the intention of Congress,
by the act of 20th May, 1854, which was revived
and extended by ihe said acl of 17th June, 1841,
that cases of the magnitude of those alluded to
should be determined by ihe highest judicial tri-

bunal upon their merits, the subject is now brought
to ihe notice of Congress for consideration, and
for such proceeding in the way of legislation as
their wisdom may suggest.

Among the most important mailers thai will
doubil 'ss engage the attention of Congress, in con-
nexion with the extension of the land system over
our newly acquired territory, will be thai of ma-

king provision by law for the prompt adjudication,
settlement, and separation from the oublic land of
all valid foreign lilies, which shouid be respected
and recognized under ueaty.

The first requiring attention ar; those in Oregon
and California. In tl.e former, the claims, it is
presumed, are comparatively limited in number,
which come within the purview ol the treaty of
5th August, 1840, between ihe Uniied Stales and
Great Britain, and the righis which our Govern-
ment by treaty has agreed to respect, may, it is sug-
gested, be discriminated, and settled by the joint
action and of the surveyor general
and the register and receiver, acting as a Board of
Commissioners, whose jurisdiction should exiend
to all cases contemplated by the treaty, except such
as may have been provided for by the act of Con-

gress, approved 57ih September, 1850, 10 creaie ihe
olfice of surveyor general of the public lands in
Oiegon, and lo provide for the survey, and lo make
donations 10 The decision ol those ofli- -

cers should be subject to the final determination of I

the appellate authority, as hereinafter suggested
respecting ihe adjudication of claims in ihe Slate
of Calitornia.

In that State the claims ate much more numer-
ous, and of a very different chaiacter lrom those
nl Oiegon, being generally of a largerarea some
indeed of an immense extern and res ing upon
inceptive and oiher titles, in various stages of ma-

turity, as deiived from the Governments ot Old
Spain and Mexico, and a great portion of which
are probably unaided by any actual suivey under
the governments from which ihey were derived.
To settle these claims, it is recommended ihat leg-
islation be had analagotis to a plan presented in a
bill introduced into the Senate al the lasi session, i

wnich looked to the appointment of a Board ol
Commis-ioner- s, with power to visit diffei ent places
in California, under the orders of ihe President,
audio lake testimony of all ihe fads relating to
ihe validity or invalidity of the respective claims,
and to report the same, wiih iheir opinion, to the
Department, subject to the revision ol a tribunal
consisting of the Secretary of the Interior, Attor-
ney General, and Commissioner of the General
Land Office, who shall have power 10 render final
decrees ot confirmation, as against the Uniied
States, and to be followed by a United Slates sur-

vey and patent. They should also have power to
reject all claims which, in iheir opinion, are not
valid under ihe treaty ; but, in case of any such re-

jection, the claimants should have ihe right to ap-
peal from such decision, and bring the case, by
petition, and a transcript of all the evidence and
proceedings, belore the district or circuit coon of
the United States for the proper district in Califor-
nia, who shall thereupon enter up a decree, or de-

cision, frorn which an appeal may be taken by ei-

ther party to the Supreme Court of the Uniied
Slates, whose decision thereon shall be final and
conclusive.

In the event of confirmation of a claim by such
court, a survey 10 be made and a patent lo isyue,
as in other cases; but when ihe decision shall be

against the claim, the lands ipso facto to be treated
as public lands of the United States, and disposed
of accordingly. By the adoption of such a mea-

sure it is believed that the ends of justice will be
subserved, the whole matter will be brooght to a
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final decision and adjustment w ithin a reasonable
period, and all claims that are valid, and should
be respecied, will be tecognized, and separated
Irom public lands, which can then be disposed of
without danger ol conflict wit h the bona fide inter-
ests of private individuals.

By different treaties negotiated with Indian tribes
reaching back to lie early limes of the Republic,
and extending tip to a laie period, the United Stales
have recognized numerous claims to individual
Indian resei vaiions. These may be ranged inio
several classes a few usufructuary; others, and
a very large class, in which the Government has
agreed 10 confer ihe lee simple, sometimes stipula-
ting that Ihe sale shall not be made without ihe
sanction ol ihe President of the Uniled Stales;
and ethers without such condition. In some ol
ihose classes it is required that patents shall issue
direct to the reservee. as in the Potta watamie. Mi- -

ami, and Chickasaw treaties; others as under the
19th article ol the Choctaw treaty ot 1830, to
to he first purchaser from the Indian, upon the
presentation of deeds approved by the President.

There is also a class of between six and seven
thousand, in which immense labor has been re-

quired of Ihis branch of the service, pursuant lo
the treaty of lcv35 with he Creek Na'ion, and the
act of Congress approved July 5:h, 1838, directing
patents to issue to ihe last regular assignee, what-
ever may be the number of intermediate assign-
ments.

Bv the treaty of 1835, the Chicaaws ceded lo
our Government certain lands in the northern part
ol M ississippi and Alabama, wiih a stipulation that
iney were to tie sold bv the United States and Ihe
neti proceeds paid over 10 them. Thai cession, as
heretofore reported, has all been duly Miiveved,
platted, and found to contain, 6,718,580 57 acres.
But of ihis area individual In-

dian reservation-- , which
have been recognized, cover 5 451,679.80 do

Leaving subject to sale, 4,590,906 41 do
Of this quantity there have

been sold, ujiio 30th Septem-
ber last, 3,997,588 97 do

Leaving unsold at that date 599 317.41 do

Besides the fates of "public lands," there have
been disposed of by ihe land officer- - in ihecession
36.005 08 acres ol "Orphan t eservaiions," under
the 8th article of he treaty of 1834.

j The whole of this cession has been brought into
maiket, w iih the exception of one section reset v-- !

ed for ihe use ot the local otfices.
' The unsold lands, under the operation of the

graduation system, have r. ached the minimum
pi ice fixed by ihe treaty, ol T2J cents per acre, ex-- ,

cept a lew tracts which are now subject to entry at
j 50 cents per acre.

There have been issued
For public lands in ihis cession 55.450 patents.
For reservations 2,500

Total, 24.50
All of which have been duly recorded in this office
and the accounts of the receiver have bsen adju-l- -
ed up lo 30t h September, 1850.

It may afford some idea of the amount of labor
which has been required and performed in con-

ducting thus far the land operations in ihe Chick-
asaw cession, by reporting the (act thai the records
in this office, in connexion with this paiiicular bu-

siness, comprise nineiy-ihre- e folio volumes.
In ihe annual report of 1S-1- from this office, in

consideration ol the gradual winding up ot the
Chickasaw operations, the diminution of sales,
and the comparative small amount of business now
lequired lo be transacted in Ihe cession, I suggesied
and recommended legislation with a view to cor-

responding reduction in the expenses. Toihat re-

port in ihe pre sent matter I beg leave to make spe-
cial reference, and to reiterate my recommenda-
tion in the premises, unless indeed il should be ihe
pleasure ol Congtee to pay the Indians for ihe res-
idue of iheir lands, at ihe minimum price of 15
cents per acre, investing the amount in Uniled
Stales stocks and devoting ihe interest to the en- -

dowmeni of schools in the Chickasaw nation. The
lands thus purchased could be attached lo the next
adjacent Uniied Siaies land cl.

The business has been progressing
in a very saiislaciory manner. Nearly all the
claims under the acts prior to 1841 have been final-
ly dispo-e- ed, many of which were very impor-
tant, Irom ihe value of ihe properly at issue and
ihe complexity of question- - involved.

The act o 4 h September, 1811, prospective in
its cha rac le r, has been beneficial in iis
-- ecuring, as il does, lo every settler who desires it,
the right toentr without competition ihe land im-

proved and settled on, and generally enabling him,
by ord nary industry, to realize from ihe soil suf-
ficient means 10 pay for tlie same, before he is re-

quired to do so by law. The operations under this
act have been reduced, as far as practicable, 10 a
system, and proceed with harmony and efficiency.

In tact, ihe only modification thai could, in my
opinion, be made of it, wilh advantage to Ihe pub-
lic, is to require setlleis, in addition lo the present
notice of settlement, as a preliminary step, to make
oalh of iheir intention loenier, and piovelhat ihey
have, in good faith, made the seitleinenl and im-

provement contemplated bylaw. This provision,
ii is believed, would remedy any existing abu-es- ,

and afford eveiy requisite facility to bona fide set-
tle rs.

The bounty land and scrip business under the
wa r of the Revolution, and that of 1815, is being
wound up as rapidly as possible, pursuant to the
legislation of Congress.

Many vexed questions Mill arise under this
branch, and new cases are daily presented for the
ac ion of the office.

Under the act pa-se- d bv Congress on the28th
September, 1850, "lo enabie the State of Arkarsas
and other Slates to reclaim the swamp lands with-
in their limits," it was decided, ith your approba-
tion, to charge the surveyors general of ihe sever-
al Slates in which their offices exi-te- d, in the first
place, with making out lists of the land- - granted
10 those Stales by that law, and, where those offices
were aboli-he- d, 10 devolve that duty on Ihe land
officers of the respective districts.

Full instructions have been made out, and trans-
mitted for this purpose, and by those instructions
the act of Congress will be carried out the right
to all ihe swamp and overflowed hinds, unfit for
cultivation, secured to the Stales, and the interests
of ihe Government protected.

Thp Slate of Louisiana having made the neces-
sary at rangemen'.s to defray the expense of select-
ing the swa nip lands therein, under the act of 2d
March, the necessary insiruciions for that
purpose were issued; and, at the instance oi the
delegation from ihal S ale, a special ageni was or-- j
dered ihere loarrarige and determine the principles
on w hich that grant should be adjusted, who dis-- i
charged the du y entrusted to him, and made his
report, which was laid before Congre-s- . In acco-

rdance with the thus issued, and the
principles established, the Stale proceeded to make
the selection, and has made considerable progress
therein.

The law recently passed embraces Louisiana,
and increases the giani made by ihe act of

In- - rnclions have al-- o been prepared for all the
district land officers, under the act ol 58 h Septem-
ber, 1850, "granting bounty land to certain office

soldiers who have been engaged in the milita-

ry sei vice of the Uniied Stale-.- "
In order lhai the liberal views of Congress, in

passing this law, should be fully carried out, and
all possible expense saved lo thebraveand patriotic
citizens, for whose b'nefil it was enacted, in loca-

ting iheir lands, and at the same lime to protect ihe
improvemenis of the hardy and industt ious pioneer
sealers, it has been determined, with your approval,
to waive the affidavit heretofore requi ed, thai there
is no improvement on the land proposed to be loca-
ted, bui 10 publish notices for all settlers upon ihe
public lands to come forward and notify the land
officers of their improvemenis; and 10 require that
the warrants shall remain lorty days in the local
offices, after ihey have been located. This will
give the seiilers full time to file notices ot their
settlements and improvements, as now required by
law. During the time a warrant is thus retained
in the bands of the land officers, if it is found that it
has been located upon the improvement of a settler,
that location will be annulled, and a new one made
for the warrantee. Arrangements have also been
made for loca'ing all warrants that may be sent to
this office for thai purpose.

The instructions for the surveyor general of Ore-
gon required a combination of the geodetic vith
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full views of ihe whole of the intermediate valleyscould be given.
By combining these triangulalions with the ar

surveys, and a lull geological description,the most perlect maps of thai region could be pro-
duced, excelling those of any other section ot the
couniry. It would admit also of a departure Irom
the rectangular system when necessary, along
streams, in narrow valleys, w here it may be found
expedient to survey the lands into tracts frontingon the rivers, and running into the uplands for
limber, similar somewhat in character to the sur-
veys in Louisiana, authorized bv the a-- ts of the
31 March, lMll.and 54th May, 1851 w iih this dif--I
ference, ihat he tracts should be larger, and subjectto subdivision by lines to be drawn from posts set
at equal uistances on the front, to corresponding
po-- ts in the tear, and the back lines to be surveyed
lo the cardinal points, so as to conform to the lines
of the rectangular surveys in the rear. In ihe
placers, and other valuable mineral locations, an
ihoiiiv should be given for subdividing the sections
or othei divisions, into lots of suitable size for
mining purpose, and reservations should be made
along the margins of streams in and adjacent 01
ihe mineral regions, for ihe miners, and to be free
to them in common tor washing out ihe oie.

In consequence of ihe great number of bountyland warrants issued and located, Ihe low rales at
w hich those warrants have been sold, averaging
only about eighty cents per ac re, the grants and
donations made to the several Siaies for internal
improvements and other pur poses, I he sales of the
public land- - during the past year nave been com-
paratively limited,

j The whole quantity sold and appropriated in
saliMaetion f warrants and donations, exceeds,
very considerably however, that of the preceding
year.

The following statement of the amount of lands
s!,,! and loca'ed by military land warrants, &c ,
iD IS 1st and 1S49, and fir- -t ihree qtiailers of In50,
exhibits the- decrease in ca.--h receipts, and the in- -

ci ease lor Is 19, in t lie amount of lands disposed of.
Acres.

Sales in 1SH, 1,SS7,553 04 5,051,615 56
Mexican war

warrants, 2,5S3,9t;0O0 equal to 5,861,500 00
Stale select ions,

act of I S 4 1
, 376.058 57 equal to 475,573 51

Improvements
id ivers, &c, 351,183.33 equal to 401,485 51

Chucla w ctrtili- -

cates, 57,519.10 equal to 71,561 37

Total acres 4,933.009.01 S6,45S,435 35

Acres.
Sales in 1849, 1,359,905.77 SI,750,890 45
Mexican war

wai rams 3,405,550.00 equal to 4,556.900 00
State select mns,

act of 1841, 559,800.00 equal to 354,753 55
Improvements

i l riveis. &i, 135,540 51 equal to 169,057 76
Choctaw certifi-

cates, 53 935 33 equal to 67,119 16

Total acres. 5 84 410 91 56 575,055 59

Acres,
Sales in three

quarters in
ltsoO. 809,085.32 SI ,129, 86 50

Mexican w ar
warrants for
1st, 5d, find
p.iil it 3d
quarter. 1.550 150 00 equal to 1.900.150 00

Stale selections, 379.803. 5t equal 10 474,751 47
Choctaw certifi-

cates, 40,300 55 equal to 57,950 65

Total acres 2,815,300 45 S3,505,041 65
From this statement it will be perceived that

ihe aggregate amount ol land of in 1819,
cori-ide- r. bly exceeds that of IMS. There is a
tailing (iff in the curient fiscal year, caused prob-
ably by emigration to the Pacific the extensive
reservations tor the railroad lrom Chicago 10 Mo-

bile, and the fact that most of the military war-
rants have been located and ihe State selections
disposed of.

Sinc e ihe last annual report, over six millions of
acres ot lands have been brought into market, and
about -- even millions are now prepared for rale,
and w ill be offered early in the ensuing -- eason.

Various opinions have been formed and ex-

pressed of the cost of tlie public lands, and of sur-
veying, selling, and managing ihem, in compari-
son with 'he revenue derived lrom them.

That thi- - matter mav be correctly understood,
and the value of ihee lands, a a source ol reve-
nue, bepioperlv apjireciated, I beg leave to slate
that, by a eaitlul examination, 11 is ascejtained
that the entire area of the publ ic doma i n, exclu-
sive ot ihe lends in Oregon, California, New Mex-

ico, Utah, me Indian and Nebraska Teriitories,
was 451,103,750 acres.
About iii.e-lotirt- ti of ihis land has

been sold, and the purchase money
received tor it amounts to $ 35.339,095

The cod of t.ie whole of these lands,
including Ihe amount paid to
France for Louisiana, to Spain
lor ihe Florida, and amount paid
lor extinguishing the Indian title,
was 61. 151,717

A portion only of these
lands has been sur-
veyed, the cost of
which, including sal-
aries ol surveyors gen-
eral and clerks, and
expenses attending the
surveys, was 6,309,38

Les- - ihan half the land
surveyed has been
sold, and the whole
cost ot selling and
managing the same,
including every ex-

pense not previuusly
charged, is 7,100,354

Aggregate outlay of every kind 74,957,879

Nett profit to the Government 00,38 1,2 3

or an average of nearly one million and a quarter
cd dollars annually, for the last filly years.

Il to ihis should be added, the value, at 1 55
per acie of the land granted in bounties for milita-l- y

services, and lor internal improvements, dona-lion- s,

iSic, it would amount to nearly double this
sum. This will be more fully appreciated when
it - understood Ihat the average cost lo the gov-
ernment of acquiring title to ihe public lands, in-

cluding ihe extinguishment of the Indian title, is
14 41 cents per acre; do. of survey, 5.07 cents per
acre; do. ol selling and managing, 5 35. Tolal
average co-- i ;l 4 5 cents per acre, while tor each
acre sold the government gets 1 55-10- 0, or a net
profit over and above every cost and expense, of

1.03 -5 per acre.
The whole force of the office has been actively

and vigorously employed in discharge of Ihe on-

erous duties growing out of it- - current business.
The quarterly accounts of Ihe receivers of public
moneys, both as receivers and disbursing agents,
have all been adjusted lo, and including the third
quauerol the current calender year. The sales,
selections, locations, &c, have nearly all been ad-

justed, posted, and enieied up lo the same period,
and the of the patents lor sales, private
grants, donations, and military bounty land- -, has
been pressed forward as rapidly as the means placed
at our disposal for thai purpose would permit. Nu-

merous suspensions of laud entries, in nearly all
the divisions of the otiice, some ot which for years
have produced much difficulty and correspondence
have been taken up and disposed of, and the cur-
rent duties have been discharged wilh commenda-
ble diligence.

There has been a material increase in the gen-
eral business of the office, consequent upon ihe
claims 10 lands for military services.

This increase arises nol only from examination
of ine warrants and assignments, and the carrying
of ihe locations by engrossing clerks inio patents,
but trom ihe additional duties connected wnn those
claims, which are devulved upon ihe accountants
and book-keepe- is of the several divisions of the
office in charge of the sales of the public lands.
In those divisions all military bounty land loca-
tions are compared with the tract books ol sales,
in order to determine whether ihey are correct in
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ihe rectangular system, as explained 111 tie preced-
ing pan ot ihis report, and as required by the act
of 27:h September, 1850, establishing the office ol
surveyor general of thai territory.

The geological survey- - of the northern parts ot
Michigan, W and Iowa, a mhoi ized by tin
acts of 1st and 3d March, 1847, have been brought
to a close, and it is expected thai the final reportsof ihe "eulogists will be received in lime to be laid
before Congress ai an early period of the ses-io-

if not 10 accompany this report. From ihescienii- -
he character of those gen: , the care taken bv

jthem in ihe execution ol their woik, and from the
synop-i- s presented, I am saii-fie- d that their reportson those interesting regions will be among the most
valuable works ol ihe kind ever presented, and
materially advance ihe cause ot science in these
particulars.

Immediately after the passage of the act of 20th
September la.-- t, "granting the right of way, and
making a grant of land to the Stales ol Illinois,
Mississippi, and Alabama, in aid of the construc-
tion of a railroad liom Chicago 10 Mobile," in-

structions were sent to the land officers of the dis-
tricts through which ihat road will pass, directingthem 10 reserve from sale or entry ol any kind and
all the lands within suitable distance on each side
of ihat road, umil the grant is adjusted.This measure was adopted to prevent the land-alon- g

the route from being located by speculators,
thus secut ing lo the Stales ihe benefits cimtemplaleu
by ihe law and preserving for future disposal b
the Government the lands in the alternate -- eclions
along ihe road, the minimum price of which was
uotmien ov tnai law.

Under the acl ol '0:h Sep'ember, 1850, "to re-
duce the minimum price of the mineral lands in
the Lake Superior district, in M ichigan, and in
ihe Chippewa dislrici, in Wisconsin," the whole ol
the mineral land, in those districts which have
been surveyed, w ill be brought into market as ear-
ly as ptaclicable next season, at the reduced mini-
mum, arrangemenls having been made for thai pur-p- o

e. Father action could not be had, for the rea-
son thai ihe notice of ihe sale requi-it- e under the
law, before the lands can be ottered, if given thi- -
tall, would have brought ihe sales into the middle
of ihe winter, when tuddet s would have been pre- -

vented f rom attending in consequence of Ihe sever- -

ity ol the weather.
The ordering of these lands into mailrct will ol

course finally close the employment of mineral
agenis in ibo-- e regions.

1 lie appropriations for surveying and marking
the northern boundary if Iowa and ihe casein j

boundary id Minncsa were made too late in the
se.isiei for Ihe service to be performed the past fall,
All the necessary insiruciions have been prepared,and ihe work will be computed earlv next season

Under the acl of 3d August, 1840, for the -- eitle-
ment of suspended entries, many suspension- - j

which bad long embarrassed ihe operations of ihis
office, and given ise lo much correspondence,!'were finally disposed of, the imcies'sof iheliovern- -

merit thereby subserved, and great reliel extended
to purchasers.

several ca-e- s equally meritorious with ihose
which were released were, however, not acted on,
for various causes, most of which wete beyond the
control of this office. Others of equal merit have
since arisen, and, in consideration of these facts, I

recommend ihe revival of ihat acl, for a period ol
two years, which, ii is presumed, will be amplysufficient for the purpose.

I renew the recommendation, made in my last
report, ihat the duty of selling "reserved lands" be
devolved on this olfice, where ihe reservation of
those lands may no longer be required for military
or other public uses, and that this office be clothed
wiih all the auihoiiiy ol the surveyors geueial lor
the land- - in ihe Stales where their offices have
been or mav be abolished under (he act of 15th
June, 1810.

The experience on the subject, since ihat report,has fully the expediency and necessity
of these measures, and the reasons' hen given for
ihe adoption of them, to which I respectfully reler.

The manner of ol Ihe public lands in
California New Mexico, and Ulah, has all radetl
much attention, and various plans have been sug-
gested as the iiiosi jiulicious lor ihis purpose, espe-
cially in reference to the valuable mineral lands in
those region- -. In view of Ihe peculiar lopograjihi-c- a

features of ihe country, and the value ol ihe
mineral lands in California, it has been supposed
by many that ihe leasing system would conduce
rnosi 10 the iniere-t- s of ihe' Government and the
people, so far as ihose mineral lands are concerned,and a bill lo establish such a system in that Slate
has been introduced in ihe Senate.

It - not a mailer of surprise that these opinionsshould be entertained by all who have not realized
the results of this system. The same views were
held successively ol the lead minesol Mi-sou- ri and
Illinois, and of ihe lead and copper mines of Ar-
kansas, Northern Michigan, and Wisconsin. As
an additional reason, however, for the adoption ol

m in California, it - alleged ihal the soil
in many of the placers is niter v valueless, excenl
lor Ihe mineral louird theieiii. and ihal, when ihat
mineral is exhausted, the land i worth nothingWhen ihe history of the pa- -i wiih reference 10 ihis

I

question is considered, il will be found Ihat Ihere j

are lew, il any, points of difference; thai like causes
have produced liife effects in all these Stales, and
that the same results will probably be experiencedon ihe Pacific if ihe leasing .-iem is introduced
there.

1 10m the beginning the Government ha mani- -
le.-i-ed a desire 10 retain an interrsi in lands con-
taining valuable minerals. This -a natural feel-
ing in Ih. se who, dazzled by the supposed value ol
the treasure, patriotically desjre Ihat Ihe Govern-
ment should share in ii. When expetience, how-
ever, shows that the cost of obtaining this share
by the leasing system exceeds the benefit- - derived
Irom it, and is attended by a long train of serious
evHs, ihat system should ai once be abandoned.

The first action on the part ot the Government
in relaiion to ihis subject was the ordinance of 1 3i h
April, 1785, by which one-thir- d pari of all gold,
silver, lea f, and copper mines was reserved 10 the
United Stale- -. Here, it will be perceived, ihal it
was not proposed to reserve or lease the land; ihe
genius and spirit of the people would not have tol-
erated that system of vassalage. This ordinance
provided that the lands should be sold, but thai, in
accordance will, a usage ihen in force in Europe, a
portion the product of the valuable mines therein
should remain to ihe sovereignly.

The next was ihe joint resolution of lOlh April,
1800, diie-ciin- ihe employment of an agent lo col-
lect information relative lo the copper mines of
Lake Superior.

A report was made in accordance with this reso-lu- t
ion, but no fur;her action was had in relation lo

these mines lill after the ir.-at- y with Ihe Chippewasof the 4;h October, 1845, by which that counirywas acquired.
The ihird were the acts of 3d March, 1807, au-

thorizing the President lo lease the lead mines: in
ihe Indiana territory.

Under ihese law- - the leas!ngsytem was adopted.Of ihe early operations of ii we have tut little
as ihe mineral lands were placed under

ihe control of ihe War Department in 1851, and
pi ior to ihat lime there was but little if any ihiogdone in it.

The first official information I have found is con-
tained in the report of ihe Spcrelary ol War of ihe
I6;h February, 1843, in which it - slated that ihe
whole amount of rem lead, received by iheGovern-mcn- t

in 1811, and 1812, was 71,954 pound-- , worth
abont 1,000 a sum that would nol more than pay
ihe annual salary of one of the sur eriniendenls
employed in the service. By a subsequent report
from ihe War Department, it was shown that the
rent received in 1843, and 1844, amounted to542,814
pounds of lead, wonh about 4,650, while the
amoqnt expended on account ol mineral lands by
the Government, including salaries of officers, &c,
during the same period, was 20,729, making an
actual loss to the Government by the operation of

15,873. If to ihis be added the amount that would
have been realized from the? lands if ihey had to
been sold at the ordinary minimum of SI 25 per
acre, and ihe expense, costs, &c., that grew outpf
ibe vast number of sails instituted by ihe United
Stales to recover rent due by defaulting lessees, to
vacate fraudulent entries, &c, it would amount to
a sum in comparison to which the Io-- k above HJa-lion- ed

would be insignificant. Subsequently, in
consequence ct" acii ve measures havjng been taken or
by the district attorney for that purposea greater
amount of rent was received, but without any
abatement of the attendant evils. Sa fully was
Congress satisfied of the inexpeetfeocy of this sys
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-- oil, ami ihat of a chaiacier calculated 10 stimulate
every effort for Iheir ow n pecuniary advantage, ihe
les-e- cs had no inducement to aid in sustaining the
laws, or encouraging a proper moral tone in ihe
community. Success in mining operations secu red
wealth, failure produced poverty, want, and their
attendant evil-- . '1 hese mutations beget a spirit ot
wild speculating hazard, which ia many cases was
carried out to t tie lullest extent, and assisted in cor-

rupting the moral sense and feelings of many in
the community. The Guvernmeni was regarded
as a rich landed monopolist, that had no feeling in
unison with ihe interest ot ihe tenant, but was ra
ther sti iving 10 strip him of a pari ol the earnings
of his n il and privation-- . Hence arosa a leeling
of resistance 10 the Government and Ijws, and a
disposition 10 evade ibo.--e laws and the obligaiions
of conlracla by every possible expedient. Corisci-- !

oils of this kind of vassalage, the miners learned
10 look upon Iheir Government w ith teelings of
di and and to manifest ihose
-- entimenis in bitter complaints and remonstrances.
This constant warnrg for wealth, siimula'cd also
teelings of cupidity, which w ere increased bv con.
sciousness ol oppression, and induced the miners
not only to avoid, whenever practicable, the pay-
ment ol tribute or rents, but also to encroach vpou
ihe rights of each other.

Unceasing litigation was the consequence be-

tween the Government and miners, and among the
miners ihemselve-- , either lot liie collection of rents
or lo remedy some real or supposed wrong. The
lamiliai iiy w i Ii vice, thus induced, by a natural
transition extended, lo individual and social relai-

ion-, the w hole jiroducing a stale of society that
could only be realized by personal ob-e- r vation, bul
which was well known lo exist to a greater or less
extent in all ihe mining dislticls where the leasing
system was in force.

C'oniiiiuniiies were kept in unceasing turmoil,
11 rmeni, litigation, and b oodshed by this odious
system, and that these evils were thu-cau-- ed is
evident from ihe fact lh-- l af.er the abrogation of
thai system the same coin ui uri it ies an as orderly,
peacelul, and as any people in the
wot Id.

1 lie leasing system was the cause of much irri-

tation, jealousy, and complaint on the part of thu
Stales within w ho-- e jurisdiction it was practiced.
They justly complained thai they were crippled in
iheir by being restricted in the power of
taxation ; ihat the General Govct umeni, instead of
selling the land retained the lee, and s'oo I in Ihe
altitude of a pjwerful and opulent landlord, hold-

ing a laige pnriion of the population in an abject
II nd servile stale of tenancy, all induce-
ments to cultivation, or ihe making of permanent
improvements or settlements upon the land, until
Congress, seeing Ihe accumulated evils and perni-
cious consequences, abolished, as before staled, the
whole system.

Il may be argued thai in regions containing the
precious metals, and u here the lands in many cases
aside from ihe mineials, are valueless, the same
results would not be experienced; that ii would be
an unjustifiable disregaid of the public interest lo
sell lor any ordinary price a ttact of land contain-
ing a 1 ich gold or quicksil ver mine, while it would
be equally unjust 10 individuals 10 charge Ihem
such price Ur lands that should piove wholly
worthless.

The answer is, thai this stale of things existed in
ihe Like Superior regions, wiih ihis difference,
Ihat here the mineral - copper, while on the Pacific
it isgold, &c. The lands, however, in both region,
aside from the minerals, are equally valueless; yet
those who were engaged in the L ike Superior op-
erations cheerfully purchased large bod ies of worth-
less land, extending even to three miles sejuare, at
high rates, for ihe purpose of securing a good min-

ing location; and the lact that the mineral 011 the
Pacific is the more valuable will only have a ten-

dency to cause Ihe gieaier efforts to defeat ihe Gov-
ernment in the collection of the tribute.

Tne further allegation may be made, that in the
L ike Superior region mining couldonly be cai ried
on profitably by companies and at a very heavy
outlay of capital and labor?

By recent advices from California it appears that
individual mining is declining, and Oral Ihe mine-
ral wealth ol ihat country can only be successfully
developed by combinations of capital and labor.

Further: from ihese advices I am inclined lr
think thai ihose engaged in Ihe mining operations
Ihere do nol probably realize as much as ihe same
number employed in agricultural or oi her branches
of industry in that or other sections of our Union;
anil ihal but comparatively few of the many thus
engaged acquire more than suffLienl to pay their
expenses, or lo enable them to return to the olJ
Stales.

Such being the fact, when all are left free and
unirammeled lo prjecute ih ir labors, wholly un-

constrained as 10 time or place, and U enjoy the
runs of their foil, what woutd be t he state ol thirir-i- f

the couniry were swarming wiih office-holder:,- ,

and the en erjirising emigrant, after -- u mourning
ihe most appalling difficulties, dangers, and hard-
ships, should find himself subject lo the dictation
ol agents ol ihe Government, lo direct hj- move-
ments and require of him a share of ihe means
acquired by trying efforts and hurculean labor.

1 iherelore recommend ihat the lands in Califor-
nia be sold. Those thtii are agricultural, in ihe
ordinary way; and those thai contain valuable min-
erals in smail lots, and subject, at first, to an in-

creased minimum; ihat these mineral lands, after
due public notice, be put up lo the highest bidder,
in quantities only to suit ihe demand; ihal, after
such offering, if tbev remain unsold, to be subject
10 entry at an increased minimum.

And if it be the determination of Congress la
secure a recompense lor the valuable mineral con-
tained in those lands, that they provide by law that
all iho-- e minerals shall be in California,
by the Uniied Stale--; that a given ratio ol the same,
thus assayed, shall enure lo Ihe Government, and
ihat nil mineral shall be expotted lrom the cuuntry
until it is ihus assayed.

The business ol tins office has been greatly in-

creased by lie general and special legislation of
Congress, gram ing tounty lands, providing for the
adjustment ol private claimx, and making donations
lo Ihe Slates for internal improvemenis. Besides
all this, we have, in anticipation, the arduous and
immense labors incident lo Ihe management of tliu
"private land claims," and ol ihe "public lands." in
our new acquisitions, which, r!oubiles, 10 a grea'er
or less extern, will be assigned tothis office by early
legislation.

Nol withstanding the actual accumulation of du-

ties, and those in prospect, it is qol proposed at this
time 10 ask any addition to the employes of this of-
fice, as it is hoped ihai, by an energeiicand zealous
application ot our present force lo ihe public busi-

ness, it will be found adequate lo the realization of
the ju- -t expectations of the cuuniry.

For ihe statistics alluded lo in "the foregoing, I

beg to tefer 10 the accompanying statement in al-

phabetical order; and lor ihe condition of the sur-
veys, to the able reports herewith lrom the Survey-
or- General.

Wi'.h great respeel, your obedient servant,
J. BUT TKilFIELD.

Commissioner.
Hon. A. II. II. Stuart,

Secretary of the Intetior.

Iilivois The Compromise Measures. The
Spiingfield Journal, of the 50ifi ultimo, publishes
the following resolutions which were pa-ss- ed by
the Grand Jury of the United State- - District (L'ourt
for the District of Illinois, al the December, term:

Resolved, That we approve of the several com-

promise measures passed into laws at the last ses-

sion of Congress; that we consider these measure-a- s

eiiling the question? in controversy in relation
slavery in the Territories and the Stales and

that ihey ought to be .sustained now and hereafter
by the Representatives of the people in Congress,
and iheir constituents throughout the Union.

Rtsolvi, Teat we deem it the duty of all Grand
Juries assembled under the authority of the United
State?, o take oottce of, and present all persons
who'hall, when requested, neglect or reluse (o aid

a.-s-ist ikp proper officers ol government in exe-

cuting each and everyone of these several laws.

ffa denunciation is soeiogtjeni as (he silent 1:5,
fliaencenf good exampl.

Thu- - it is shown thai, in a tea' years, ihe sur--- y

of the public lands in ail these Siaies will be
mpleted. and ihe archives connei ted therewith
aii'errfd 10 ihe respective Stales a- - provided by
ni The object in pte-Mt-- .g forward the surveys

.a- - been to keep pace with ihe settlement, and 10
tiiihte enterprising pioneers to avail ihem-elve- s oi
!',; of the act of 11, w hich
:, rxp;e-- s leraxexcludes all persons wtio settle on
tt.s'irveyed lands.

Wheic the surveys have been carefully and cor-- f
v ! (red, ii is but seldom that a reurvey is

tj and hence no further expenditure in
- b'.ni. h of the service is required.

M t' h embirrassiiieiH has been experienced in
the location survey of ptivale

a in s. especially in Florida arid Loiii-ia- n . ; but,
ter the judici.ms d recti in "f th sin veyor gen- -

- .4 those S.ales, ihe diliicul'v to a great extent
reuiuvej. Ir. Florida titn-- t of the private

e ns h ive been located ami surveyed, an I the
appears 10 have been done in a manner geni-

i v a During the present season it is
"trs-.'- v .', thai the remainder of ihe private claims,

!,1"s il not all. of ihe public land- - of anv val-- '
"i 'he Seminole reservation, in this State,

;t: vcyen.
Iti L uisjana the resurveys in 'he Greensburg

'!, authorized by the act of 59 h August,
have been pro.-ec- u ted with great diligence
tro' j'idiciii'i- - und killul direction ot ihe

'f.-r- ir genera!, and many ot ihe erroneous and
'ti ' surveys in that district, which had ma- -'

' i v re arded public business for years, and
" a source of embarrassment and annoyance,

been corrceled.
effort has been made bv the surveyors

"'! al, and ihisolfi.te, lo prevent errors and frauds
' 'R- - public surveys; and for this purpose slrin-;r- .t

regiilaijons have been adopted, and explicit' ' t'.tior.s issued.
precautions, it has recent-- '

discovered that in some of the surveys exe-- 1

" many years ago, especially in Ihe northern
t ine southern peninsula of Michigan, errors

: tiaud were coinmiited, and a few of like char- -
-- rare ol more recent occurrence.
l'h-s- e evils cannot be wholly remedied by exist-'- 2

legislation or instruction-- . They are caused
'f war.t 01 k or integrity on the part ol Ihe

''" tt"-- , andean only be prevented by an active
v "eitian-- " in the held, lor w hich, and the ex-t-- s

a tending it, ihere is no authority of law;
' the employment of -- ueh deputy surveyors
t v rts ;,,-- t,f uiiimjieachable character and high" tic ."itt.iinuier.ts. Smre the discovery oi liie

r; - and tiauds alluded to, special ct ions
been dtsi,dlcfiej 10 the surveyors general lo
v n ne tun sucti as are ot ti icil integrity, and

;' abili.ies, and additional tegu Unions
been adopted in regard to their b nds, in or-'- "

insure, as far as a leiinburseuuni lo
- '.etnun ni il the surveys, now in progress of

' i n. -- hotild not come tip to the requirements
'

lepariineut. The most certain preventive,
''ever, o this difficulty would be to extend the
vision, o the act ot 30th September last, so as

a.,:ie, 111 all cases, a judicious combination
- de ic with our present admirable recian-- -'

tat system ol surveys. By this pio ess the work
; pa"ii deputy will be a check upon the others,

' ''or will necessarily lead to examination and
" '--

' on. The exact geographical position ol all
1,5 a ut objects will be cieteimined, and Ihe

and geological leaturesoi then rv ascertained and reported.
this can readily be accomplished, without

retarding the piogress of the surveys,
' tt leasing their co-- t- by the employment of

;i relent surveyors, and the use of pioper in-tt-

T secure the services of such person1--, a fair
r'iv;.ensaiion should be allowed, and, in order to

cnoi e uniformity in the work, it has been con-'iudf- .t

to procure suitable instrument, and 10 dis-- i
v' i f thern to the deputies, at prime cost, includ-:;- -

reserving the right to tepur- -

Sriuuld a deputy leave the service for any cause,'' 'e insirunients can be purchased from him by'f Mirvevc general, at such reduction liom the' s! as may appear fair assecond-han- d instruments,
ar 't sold io his successor at the same rate. To car-o-

ihet-- views, an item has been introduced
ji'u the estimate- -, for which an appropriation is

This system would seem lo be
pecai'y adapted to our borders on the Pacific, so
ir as thegetjer features of that section have been
eertained. The elevated and striking objects,

bv the bold outline., nf ihe mountains.
c u' be ailmirable points with which to connect a

k' ,

triangulaiions, from the bases laid down
'

r.jr.mng the parallels and meridians necessary' "' surveys, a nd from these points

States.

Illinois, 509.085 50: 50S .980 05t 105 45
M r i, 500,000 00: 499,317 05 . 0S5 3S
Alabama, 97.409 17! none. 97,109 17
M issjssjppi 500,1X10 00j 49S35.53 I, 04 47
Louisiana, 500.000 00: 355 870 41 141,159.59
M ichigan, 500,000 00! 491,513.13 5,480.57
A rkan-a- s, 5tX).000(MI 499,819.03 110.97
Florida, 499.990 09 45.507.91 451,455 15

Iowa, 500.OiKI.iKI 175.394.80: 357,005.14
Wisconsin 300,301 01 71,715.59

Aggregate- - 1,100,908,7 1,001,017.5! 1,105,891 48

Thus ji will be perceived that the grants made
by this act have been nearly closed in several of
the Stales, and special efforts are now making to
complete those in all ihe othe,r Stales. In some,
particularly in Florida, this consummation has
been prevented by the difficulty in completing ihe
location ot "private claims " as it was impossible.
in many portions of the country in which selections
have been made by the State, lo distinguish public
trom private lands, till those claims were loca- -

ted, and, of course, until that time no definite
action could be had in the "Stale selections.'' A
like difficulty has been experienced in bringing the
business ccnnecied with claims in Florida, under

'

the "armed occupation act," lo a termination. As
most of the "private claims" have been located, as
already mentioned, the "Slate selections', and cases
arising under the "armed occupation act" will be
disposed of as rapidly as possible.

The several grants to the Slate of Indiana for
the construction of ihe Wabash and Erie Canal,
amounting lo about 1,400,000 acres, have all been
selected, the lands certified lo the Stale, and closed '

upon the books of this office. The same may be
said respecting the grant 10 Wisconsin for the im- -

provement of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, and
the connexion of those streams by a canal, made!
by the acl of 8th of August, 1810, except that por- -

lion west of Fox river, wi bin the recent cession by
the Menomonies, which has not yet been surveyed.
An intricate and laborious branch of our land op-
erations is thai charged wiih ihe examination and
preparation of grants for claims to land resting
upon lilies derived from foreign governments, and
donations of lands under lawsol ihe Uniied Stales,
connected with which is Ihe issuing of Patents for
Indian Reservations. In legislating from an early
period of our national existence for the snivey
and sale of the 'public lands1' of (he Uniled States,
Congress anticipated the necessity, and according-
ly then commenced making provision by law for
the recognition and adjustment ol lilies which had
been derived from foieign governments.

It was ihe policy of Gieal Biiiain, France, and
Spain, in the management of iheii colonial affair-- ,
lo exercise, upon a most extensive scale, the pow e r
of granting a way the royal domain, in many in
stances in immense bodies, but generally in mod-
erate quantities, to promote and advance the settle-
ment i f the country.

In this way millions upon millions of acres, in j

the aggregate, have been conceded to individuals,
and lo ihal extent ihe public lands were encumber-
ed when the Uniied Slates acquired title to the
same in virtue of different treaties.

By the laws of nations and terms of the treaties
of cession, it became incumbent upon us to recog-
nize end respect all bona fide grants, of ihis char-
acter, and in regard to them, 10 carry inio full ef-

fect, and in a liberal and just spirit, the intentions
ol our predecessors in sovereignly.

The various class of titles of thi description,
which have been designated, and are now known
as "Pi ivale Land Claims," have been the subject
of successive general and special legislative enact-
ments, throufh a long series of years, reaching 10

the last ses.-io-n of Congress inclusive, and now of
themselves consiimte a complete system.

They have been adjudicated trora time to time
through the instrumentality of boards of commis-
sioners, of the recorders of land titles of the Uni-
ted Slates district and territorial courts, and by the
Supreme Court of the United States on appeal. In
the investigation and adjustment of those titles, a
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